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Beach Events 2019 

 

Theme 3 – Building Community Spirit 

Priority 1 – Provide new and support existing activities 

drawing people from different backgrounds together 

Activity 1 – Build a beach area for the community to use the 

whole of the summer plus a 2 day Summer Beach event and 

6 themed events. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

The beach certainly brought a lot of community spirit throughout the whole of the summer. 

The beach area was installed on Monday 15th July prior to the school holidays starting. This 

would allow a full 8 weeks of usage of the beach area. 

The beach was cleansed every morning by the Groundsman in Central Park. 

 

 

Photograph of the beach area after installation. 

Fun in the Sun 

The first beach event was held on Tuesday 23rd July “Fun in the Sun” which was a session for 

those with additional support needs and their carer’s. 

The session had plenty on offer including beach games, sandcastle building and a visit from 

some giant tortoises. 

A second session for those living with additional support needs was also offered on 13th 

August where we had the addition of the Equine learning horses. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Those attending had great fun making sandcastles, playing beach games and seeing the 

giant tortoises and horses, whilst others just chilled and enjoyed the open space and fresh 

air. 

Attendance over these two sessions was 86 

Comments from the groups that attended: 

“To bring our clients to the beach and enable them to experience the sand between their 

toes, build sandcastles, have fun whilst building on their confidence and interacting with 

others is amazing. 



None of them wanted to go home.” 

“Even though our group found it very hot they have all really enjoyed their session at the 

beach. Thank you for asking us and for putting up the gazebos for some shade.” 

“Hope these sessions are repeated as the three young people I brought along have had so 

much fun. It’s brilliant thank you.” 

“To have had the tortoises and horses at the session has been fantastic. Some of our clients 

have never seen a tortoise or been able to pat a horse so it has been a new experience for 

them which they were so excited about.” 

Back in Time  

The next session was “Back in Time” for those living with dementia and their carer’s. This 

session was held on 30th July and a second session on 20th August 

The idea of bringing these people to the beach is to trigger memories when they went to the 

beach when they were young. This will allow them to re-trace their steps and enjoy the 

beach as they did then. We also played some 60’s music and everyone was given a song 

sheet so they could all join in with the singing. 

There was also another visit from the giant tortoises and the horses which again brought a 

lot of excitement. 

Some families were on the beach as well which rekindled the memories of when they used 

to take their children to the beach. One lady wanted to go on the beach and play ball with 

the children. Others enjoyed their singing and watching the children play. 

We played a few games which children played along-side the elderly. Age UK attended with 

some old fashioned games which were also enjoyed. 

The Boston “Singing for Fun” singing group came to join us at one of the sessions and really 

lifted the spirit of the session. Several songs were sung which brought a fantastic response 

from all attending. Young and old singing together which was fabulous. 

The weather was against us at one of the sessions and rain stopped play after an hour. 

However the session was enjoyed by all that attended. The next session ran its full time and 

all had an amazing afternoon. 

The attendance over these two sessions was 136 

Comments of those who brought along their clients or family member living with dementia. 

“I have really enjoyed watching my mum here at the beach. She has loved it” 

“To be offered a visit to the beach has been great” 

“This has really made me remember going to the beach and also the singing brought back 

memories of my favourite songs.” 

“I loved the 60’s and I have really enjoyed coming, can I come tomorrow?” 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Golden Time 

The next themed sessions were for our elderly population. 

Two sessions were held on 6th and 22nd August. 

The first session sadly didn’t get off to a good start as heavy rain stopped people coming but 

those that did brave the afternoon after the rain stopped enjoyed themselves. 

Visits from the giant tortoises and horses proved to be popular again along with the singing. 

The second session was heaving with people and was a great afternoon. 

Children played on the beach, built sandcastles with the older people and sang with them 

again with the help of the Singing for fun group which were absolutely brilliant. “Encore” 

and “More” was shouted at the end so the group sang on again. 

This was not only enjoyed by those attending but one gentleman from the singing group 

was overcome with what he had achieved to do “to sing in public” He said through his tears 

“I didn’t think I could do that I am really happy. Thank you for giving me the courage to sing 

in front of people.” 

Age UK brought along the traditional games and many were having a go at “shove 

halfpenny” and “jacks”. 

 

 

Singing for fun group  



 

Young and old together having fun 

 

Families brought their elderly relatives to enjoy the afternoon. 



 

Again young and old together. What a brilliant session!! 

Attendance for these sessions was 102 

Comments from those attending: 

“This has been fab. I have really enjoyed it. The singing was brilliant. Please, please do it 

again” 

“We brought our residents to the session for those living with dementia and they enjoyed it 

so much we just had to bring them again to this session” 

“My Mum wanted to come but not on her own so the whole family came, what a brill day. 

Loved it.” 

“We came last year and really enjoyed it but this year was even better, more people 

chatting together and watching the children play. I hope we can come again next year.” 

“Although my mum can’t see very well she has really enjoyed the session especially the 

singing.” 

“What a lovely way to spend an afternoon. Thank you” 

 

 



Two Day Beach Event 

15th and 16th August  

 

Families flocked to the two day beach event and really enjoyed their experience. 

This event is the most popular event. To see families coming together, enjoying each other’s 

company, making new friends really builds community spirit. 

At the two day beach event there was so much on offer including: 

The Beach Area 

Donkey Rides 

Toddler Play Area 

Art and Crafts 

Bouncy Inflatables, 

Fun Sports 

Giant Tortoises 

Safety in the Sun 

Hair Braiding 

Fitness Exercise 

Face Paining 

Biz Performance – song and dance 

Environmental learning with AWA/ CVS 

Magician 

Radio Lincolnshire 

Ice Creams 

The two days were packed with family fun from beginning to end. 

A little rain fell but families still flocked to the beach. 

Many local organisations that attended brought their activity for free enabling the event to 

be bigger and better. Networking is definitely the way to go. Working together provides 

more opportunities and a better experience for all attending. Everyone running their own 

area sees the event run really smooth and very successfully. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ready and waiting. 

 



 

 

 

      

“Look at my sandcastle” 

      

 

 

Hold tight! 

 



 

 

 

Modelling Clay – “Can we make some at home? 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Art and Craft 

 

Donkey Rides 

  

 



  

Oh my word look at the size of that tortoise! 

 

 

Magic show certainly got the children excited. 



 

There is so much to do and it’s all FREE 

 

Meeting new people, making new friends. 

Attendance over the two days was in excess of 3750. 

 

 



 

Comments from those attending: 

“Absolutely fantastic! Thank you for organising it!” 

“We had a lovely day” 

“Event excellent for children.” 

“Fantastic day out for the family of all ages. Thank you!” 

“Lovely day out for the children and it’s FREE I couldn’t believe it.” 

“Amazing day, lovely and friendly” 

“Lovely day. Everyone enthusiastic and lots to do.” 

“Excellent family day, kids had a great fun and it’s all FREE.” 

“Lovely event kids had loads of fun.” 

“Great FREE day out which is very rare these days. We have been coming for years and it 

never fails to be fun, Thank you.” 

“We have had a great time here, hope for more events like this.” 

“Great fun for all the family, Brilliant that it is all free.” 

“This is an excellent event and brings the community together and it is even better that is it 

FREE.” 

“Fantastic event for the whole family to enjoy. Amazing that it is FREE. Children have had a 

great time.” 

Outcomes 

I believe this event has met all of the expected outcomes: 

There is a better partnership working and shared goals to create better community spirit in 

Boston Big Local area. 

Residents from within Boston Big Local tell us there is more appreciation of the diversity of 

culture and backgrounds within the Boston Big Local Area 

Residents from the Boston Big Local Area tell us there is greater community spirit and the 

community are drawn together. 

Residents have witnessed that these events include inclusive activities. 

Residents have seen that play opportunities have increased for the community. 

Health and Wellbeing has improved in families, many have been to the beach to play most 

days in the summer. 



 

 

 

Overall Attendances 

 

 

The beach area was used every day by families and is it estimated that over the summer not 

including figures already given that 100 people used the beach a day giving a total of 5600 

plus it would be more on some days as other activities were organised such as Messy hands 

and Feet and Pirates and Princess’s plus many Nursery groups brought their children along 

on several occasions. 

 

 

Beach Activity Attending  

Themed beach events  324  
Two day beach event 3750  

Public beach visits 
throughout summer 

5600  

TOTAL 9674  

Other activities number not 
known 

??  

 

 

All totals added together that we know = 9674 and with other visits we don’t know numbers 

for we expect that over 10,000 visited the beach this year. 

 

 

AMAZING!!! 
 

 



Cost 

 

 BBL BBC In Kind BBC In Kind Others 
Beach construction £4995    

Donkeys £800    
Deck Chairs £560    

Tortoises £775    

Bouncy Inflatables £550    
Biz £100    

Sam’s House £290    
Magician £300    

Horses £150    

Singing For Fun Group £80    

Community Groups 
offering activities 

   £1920 

Promotion   £90  

Supply of extra waste 
bins 

  £72  

Use of Central Park   £140  

Cleansing of beach 
area each morning 

  £600  

Event Co-ordination 
and Management 

  £2202  

Total £8500  £3104 £1920 

 
 
 

    

 

 

Deck chairs purchased by BBL direct from supplier Living The Cream for £1000 

These are now in storage with BBL Flags at Boston Borough Council 

This will save the cost of hiring the deck chairs next year. That costing will be used for an 

additional activity / activities for families to enjoy. 

Ice creams were also paid direct to P C Catering - £400  

 

I would personally like to thank Boston Big Local for funding this event again this year. These 

events really bring the community together enabling the whole family to meet new people 

and make new friends and definitely building community spirit. 

 


