
 

 

BOSTON BIG LOCAL 

 
Project: 

 
Public Realm Improvements 

 
Lead delivery partner: 
 

 
Boston in Bloom 

 
Theme: 

 
Creating a more 
attractive 
environment 
 

 
Priority: 

 
2 

Activity: 
 

Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and 
improvement of the waterway environment through high 
quality public realm interventions 

Cost Code 2.2.1 

 
Project outcomes (from SLA) 
 

• 3 high quality public realm improvements 

• Improved habitat for wildlife, particularly pollinating insects 

• Improvement in civic pride through the celebration of Boston’s history and 
community engagement 

• Broadening of the skills and ambition of local artists through participation in 
the Buoys project  

• Enhancement of the visitor offer and experience, making Boston more 
appealing as a destination 
 

 

Reporting period 
dates: 

July-September 
2019 

Number and age 
of people 
benefiting from 
the project 
during the 
reporting period: 

Wide benefit – 
significant impact 
on both residents 
and visitors 

Introduction 
 
Aim: -  
 
For 2019-2021 the focus is on improving the public realm by working with 
Transported, the Boston and South Holland arts organisation, the Port of Boston 
and community groups.  
 
The  focus is Central Park and improvements to the waterways which celebrate 
the history of the town. Community and business engagement is a central feature 
of the projects, which will provide a lasting legacy for the future. Our Gateway 
project over two years, and perennial and pollinator planting in all our work. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Activities undertaken during reporting period 
 

 

RHS Britain in Bloom Competition – The day dawned on July 8th and Boston in 

Bloom was ready to receive the judges. Head Judge Richard Stephen and Jenni 

Oliver arrived at Fydell House to begin their walk. (The RHS rules are strict, time is 

limited to two and a half hours and then judging stops. The route is 

 

limited to the town centre, and East 

Midlands in Bloom judges all competing 

villages, towns and cities in the same two 

weeks in July)  The volunteers at Fydell 

House gave the judges a welcome cup of coffee and pastries, and they interviewed 

the Fydell House garden volunteers as they judged 

the beautiful recreation of a Georgian garden. The 

walk began in earnest to Custom House Quay, much 

used now by residents with beautifully planted 

planters lining the seating area. Through the Market 

Place, signage much improved, to the B and M area 

with its magnificent raised beds,the  judges meeting 

the BTAC operatives, and some of the BiB 

volunteers and some residents who were passing 



 

 

through. We visited the Stump beds and Goodbarn’s 

Yard pub which was entered into the EMiB Pub 

competition.  

On to Pescod Square, the Memorial Gardens and the 

Park. At each stop volunteers, businesses and 

residents involved met the judges. Into an all electric 

car sponsored by Listers of Boston to Haven High, 

their first year in Bloom and then to the allotments.  

 

 

Bloom results 

We won our fifth gold award, Goodbarn’s Yard won a gold for their planting, 

Willoughby Road Allotments got the Judge’s award.  

 

Haven Bridge wild flower meadow – Work on the Haven Bridge wild flower 

meadow has been slow owing to the knotweed and the plans for the placing of one 

of the buoys. Transported and the Borough have been negotiating with the artists 

chosen for the work, and the autumn should bring some changes. 

 

The Gateway to Boston continues. We are beginning work on the last raised bed at 

the B and M garden. This will take many semi mature shrubs and perennials. These 

will be planted in October and November. We also have been bringing on the plug 

plants frpm J Parker Bulbs and many of these will be planted in the park and the B 

and M beds. We are working closely with Kaye Robinson from LCC and her 

colleagues at the Poacher Line and the Boston Hanse Group to progress our work 

on the Station Approach and in the station.  



 

 

Mayflower 400 

We have  purchased and will plant the new ‘Mayflower 400 ‘ daffodil bulbs in the 

park to commemorate the Pilgrim Fathers who left England from Plymouth for the 

New World, part of Boston celebrations next year. The legacy bed below is the 

Mayflower 400 bed. The special grasses planted represent the sea and above them 

will swim 30 small metal fish and a larger Mayflower sailing ship anchored in cement.  
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Plans for the next quarter 

Order the metal Mayflower and fish 

Plant the raised bed at the B and M garden 

Work on the Urban meadow/wild flowers 

Continue to plan the Gateway to Boston theme with partners. 

Plant Mayflower daffodils in the park for next year. 

Fill the long borders in the park 

 


