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Theme 2 – Creating a more attractive Environment 

Priority 3 – Improve local amenities and open 

spaces in BBL area 

 Activity 1 – Improvement to Play Areas 

 

 

 



Installation of a Pirate Ship 

Woodville Road Play Area – Boston 

Funded by Boston Big Local and Boston Town Area Committee 

Work was completed on the installation of the Pirate Ship in Woodville Road Play Area on Friday 18th 

October 2019 just in time for the October half term school holidays. 

As soon as the fencing was removed children were really excited and eager to set sail on the ship. 

Children of all ages climbed aboard via the scramble nets or steps and tried out the zip line, slide, 

fireman’s pole, hammocks, scramble nets and much more. 

The Grand Opening took place on Saturday the 19th October at 1pm and again families were keen to 

try out the fantastic new play ship which offers over 30 different play opportunities and can 

accommodate up to 40 children at any one time. 

Children dressed as Pirates and became ship mates to Captain Jack. 

The ship which was designed by Kompan and installed by Thompson Groundworks over 4 days. 

During those 4 days children were peering through the fencing and constantly asking “when can we 

come and play on the ship?” 

Fran Taylor Play and Physical Activity Officer from Boston Borough Council said “. 

The Pirate Ship is the icing on the cake and adds to the already huge investment of fantastic new 

play equipment installed in our play areas over the last 4 years. The ship offers a whole new 

opportunity of challenging and exciting play for children aged 4 to 14 years. 

Since the ship has been open children and young people have flocked to the site every day and 

weekends have seen children queueing up to play which proves the success of the project. 

Children and parents that attended the opening personally thanked funders for installing such an 

amazing piece of play equipment.  

I would like to thank Boston Big Local and Boston Town Area Committee for funding this fantastic 

project which has certainly enhanced Woodville Road Play Area. 

As a play officer I am well aware of the importance of getting children and young people outside in 

the fresh air playing, being active and improving their health and wellbeing, building community 

spirit and this project has done just that. The ship takes pride of place in the play area and can be 

noticed as soon as you enter Boston via Sleaford Road which runs across the front of the park. It is 

the biggest piece of play equipment to ever be installed in Boston and has drawn a lot of interest 

from surrounding areas. 

I very much look forward to seeing children and young people playing on the ship long into the 

future.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The cost of this amazing project was £32,982.13 + VAT 

Funding: Boston Big Local £19,000 and Boston Town Area Committee £13,982.13 

 

 

 

 



Installation over 4 days 

The empty space that now houses the amazing Pirate Ship. 

 

Day one 

The start of the build. 

 

 

 



Day Two

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Three 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day Four 

The build progressed very quickly. 

 

 

 

 

       

 

Safety surfacing is laid. 

 

 

 

 



Flyers were printed to advertise the opening of the Pirate ship, taken into schools and placed around 

the BBL area. 

 



 

Open Event 1pm - 19th October 2019  

 

 

 

 

Cheeky Pirates set sail. 

 



 

 

Pirate trying out the zip line or is he walking the plank? 

 

Pirates with their goody bags supplied by Kompan. 

 



 

 

Networking together members of Boston Big Local and Boston Town Area Committee get ready to 

“cut the ribbon” 

Richard Tory – Chair of Boston Big Local, Councillor Paul Goodale – Chair of Boston Town Area 

Committee and Councillor Martin Griggs – Boston Town Area Committee all attended. 

 



 

Ship mates of Captain Jack. 
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Boston Big Local Chair and Members 

 



 

Families enjoying playing on the ship. 

 

Fran Taylor – Play and Physical Activity Officer Boston Borough Council, Councillor Martin Griggs and 

Chair of Boston Big Local Richard Tory. 

 

 



 

 

 Comments from children and parents: 

“This is cool!” 

“I love it” 

“Wow this is amazing, can we have some in other play areas PLEASE !!!” 

“Thank you so much for funding this piece of play equipment, I am sure I will be bringing my children 

every day” 

“There has always been a bare area in the play area but now the ship fills it perfectly, thank you for 

building it for our children.” 

“I like that it is suitable for all ages” 

“This is AMAZING!!!!!!!!!!” 

“Oh my!!  I love it thank you” 

“When we were consulted on what we would like to see in the play area and we said a boat I had no 

idea it would be something like this. It is brilliant for the community. Well done to all involved.” 

 



 

Fran Taylor added “These comments prove that this is exactly what the community had asked for. I 

don’t think anyone thought for a moment it would be such a large piece of equipment and offer so 

many play opportunities for so many different aged children. It certainly has brought a lot of 

excitement and is in use every time I pass by. Thank you for awarding the funding to allow this 

project to be so successful.” 

The Boston Standard attended the opening and featured the story on a two page spread.  

 It was also in Boston Target and in the Boston Bulletin. 

 

 

 

 

Aims of Activity 

• Improve local amenities and play spaces in Boston Big Local area. 

 

Outcomes of Theme and Priority: 

• There is a better partnership and shared goals to create a more attractive environment in 

the Boston Big Local Area. 

• Residents from within the Boston Big Local area took action to create a more attractive 

environment 

• Residents from the Boston Big Local area have told us that the neighbourhood where they 

live and play is more attractive. 

 



 

Outcomes overall 

• We have enhanced play opportunities for the community 

• We will be improving Health and wellbeing for families. 

• We involved volunteers in the planned activities. 

• We worked with partners on the project. 

• We enhanced an open play space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cost of the project.

 

Boston Borough Council spent many hours consulting with the community on this project to “get it 

right” and managing the project which was all done in kind. 


