
BOSTON BIG LOCAL

Project: Public Realm Improvements

Lead delivery partner: Boston in Bloom

Theme: Creating a more 
attractive 
environment

Priority: 2

Activity: Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and 
improvement of the waterway environment through high quality 
public realm interventions

Cost Code 2.2.1

Project outcomes (from SLA)

 3 high quality public realm improvements
 Improved habitat for wildlife, particularly pollinating insects
 Improvement in civic pride through the celebration of Boston’s history and 

community engagement
 Broadening of the skills and ambition of local artists through participation in 

the Buoys project 
 Enhancement of the visitor offer and experience, making Boston more 

appealing as a destination

Reporting period 
dates:

October-December 
2019

Number and age 
of people 
benefiting from 
the project 
during the 
reporting period:

Wide benefit – 
significant impact 
on both residents 
and visitors

Introduction

Aim: - 

For 2019-2021 the focus is on improving the public realm by working with 
Transported, the Boston and South Holland arts organisation, the Port of Boston and 
community groups. 

The  focus is Central Park and improvements to the waterways which celebrate the 
history of the town. Community and business engagement is a central feature of the 
projects, which will provide a lasting legacy for the future. Our Gateway project over 
two years, and perennial and pollinator planting in all our work.



Activities undertaken during reporting period

A Busy quarter clearing and planting.

We have hundreds of plants to plant, grown from the plug plants we were given by J 
Parkers. We started at the B and M area, clearing the beds, getting the last bed 
ready to plant and clearing under the trees near the Fishermen’s Memorial
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We decided as there is so 
much to we should have at
least three planting/clearing
sessions a month. This meant 
we were able to tackle the long
herbaceous borders in the 
Park and the border by the 
Police station river path, the 
Custom House Quay, the 
Planters outside Boots and
New Look, and check the 
Market Place planters. We 
Continued with the Stump
Mayflower bed and the Station
bed



The work on the Gateway to Boston continues. We planted 50 pots of well grown 
wallflowers each containing 5 mature plants to give a lovely spring feel to the 
external station bed. We were given a donation to buy the tulips to underplant the 
wallflowers.   Jeni Cairns the creator of the ironwork on the award winning Art Deco 
garden in the park, is working on a new Boston sculpture for the bed, sponsored by 
the Poacher Line. We are working closely with Kaye Robinson from LCC and her 
colleagues at the Poacher Line and the Boston Hanse Group to progress our work 
on the Station Approach and in the station. The artist Alisha Miller is working on 
another 30 metre work for a wall in the station. The planters will go in in the New 
Year and children from a local nursery school will plant and look after them. We hope   
that local residents will come together to form a ‘Friends of Boston Station’

Mayflower 400

 ‘Mayflower 400 ‘ daffodil bulbs were planted by our planting posse, in the park and 
should make a glorious show.  The special grasses in the Stump flower bed are 
growing well and the ship and fishes have been ordered  and are being made.  

Urban Meadow.

Work has stopped on the meadow for the time being while we wait for the plinth to 
be installed ready for the buoy to be installed. 

The Raised Bed and Park Beds.

We have planted hundreds of new plants in both and have many more to plant. They 
are maturing well but take a lot of looking after. However working on the beds and 
talking to passers by is an excellent way of reaching out to the residents.                                          



We work closely with BTAC and Kev Field 
and the Parks and Grounds team. Matt in 
the park has been a great help in disposing 
of our cuttings and rubbish  

We are hoping to involve some 
volunteers from the Police Station 
next year.
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Custom House Quay is an important stopping off area for visitors to Boston. 
There will be more appropriate signage next year
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    Boston Buoys

Boston in Bloom volunteers met Bex Simon the artist who will work on the urban 
meadow buoy. She was interested in any ideas we had for the buoy. We also had 
the opportunity to watch  her on her mobile forge and to see how she works. We 
continue to attend the Public Realm meetings to represent Bloom. 

Plans for the next quarter

Plant the raised bed at the B and M garden

Continue to plan the Gateway to Boston theme with partners.

Keep up with all the planting and clearing in the different areas. 


