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Boston and South Holland Wood Carvers and Splinter Group Mosaics 

 

Report for Boston Big Local to April 1st 2020 

 

 
Summary of activity 

Shodfriars Hall had been very useful as a temporary venue and the newly formed 

mosaic group enjoyed a session in November intending to continue as soon as the 

equipment was purchased. 

 

The woodies could not get to work on the large pieces of timber as these need lifting 

by machinery and certainly would not fit in Shodfriars. We also found it hard to carve 

in the winter as it was very cold and we could not keep warm enough. And 

additionally, some of our members became unwell with winter coughs and colds 

and it was decided to regroup after Christmas. 

 

We were originally given the go-ahead to take the big pieces of timber to the 

Willoughby Road Allotment site but this very quickly became untenable through 

archaic allotment laws. Sandrae and Jane met with Katie from BBL at the Black 

Sluice Café and suddenly, like magic, great opportunities were revealed to us. We 

were offered the use of an indoor room to continue with the mosaic art splinter 

group and the large grassy area outside to site a temporary building of some sort to 

house the Woodies. We got to work immediately, and Jane and Geoff visited Steve 

Stamp’s in Pinchbeck to look at a container building to seek funding opportunities.  

Sadly, Covid19 put a hold on our activities but many woodies have continued with 

projects at home and we keep in touch via email. 

 

In the meantime, four members of the mosaic group visited a specialist Mosaic 

Factory near Peterborough and purchased some equipment to get us going. We 

began working in the Black Sluice Café and made a good start on learning the 

required skills. Unfortunately, the café had to close due to Covid19, so group 
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members have been working in isolation and look forward to meeting up again in 

the future to compare creations.  

 

Jane remodelled the ceramic bas-relief and fired it at very high heat to get a toasty 

finish. Although it was certainly more pleasing than the first one she decided to fire it 

again with glaze highlights. Unfortunately, as soon as the kiln was fired up the studio 

at Fydell House was closed due to Covid19. The results of the finished piece will 

remain a secret until sometime in the future as it’s been incarcerated behind closed 

doors.  

 

All planned future shows and exhibitions have temporarily been put on hold. As soon 

as we can all meet up again we will resume our activities.  

 

              

The Mosart training day                      Jane’s attempt 

          

Dan’s carving.                Geoff checking the container has a roof! 

Jane Kay 

Treasurer B&SHWC 

06/04/2020 
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