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BOSTON BIG LOCAL 

 
Project: 

 
Public Realm Improvements 

 
Lead delivery partner: 
 

 
Boston in Bloom 

 
Theme: 

 
Creating a more 
attractive 
environment 
 

 
Priority: 

 
2 

Activity: 
 

Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and 
improvement of the waterway environment through high 
quality public realm interventions 

Cost Code 2.2.1 

 
Project outcomes (from SLA) 
 

• 3 high quality public realm improvements 

• Improved habitat for wildlife, particularly pollinating insects 

• Improvement in civic pride through the celebration of Boston’s history and 
community engagement 

• Broadening of the skills and ambition of local artists through participation in 
the Buoys project  

• Enhancement of the visitor offer and experience, making Boston more 
appealing as a destination 
 

 

Reporting period 
dates: 

January-March 
2020 

Number and age 
of people 
benefiting from 
the project 
during the 
reporting period: 

Wide benefit – 
significant impact 
on both residents 
and visitors 

Introduction 
 
Aim: -  
 
For 2019-2021 the focus is on improving the public realm by working with 
Transported, the Boston and South Holland arts organisation, the Port of Boston 
and community groups.  
 
The focus is Central Park and improvements to the waterways which celebrate the 
history of the town. Community and business engagement is a central feature of 
the projects, which will provide a lasting legacy for the future. Our Gateway project 
over two years, and perennial and pollinator planting in all our work. 
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Activities undertaken during reporting period 
 

 

We started our Bloom year in January, working in the Park on the two long beds. We 

were joined by children from the Home Nursery High Street, who planted bulbs in the 

park boat. It was wet. 

 

We were in constant contact with Kaye Robinson of the Poacher Line. The Boston 

Bulletin published ‘Want to become a ‘station adopter’?’ encouraging residents to 

adopt Boston Railway Station. Working with the Poacher Line our plans went 

forward, panels were designed by Jenni Cairns, sponsored by East Midlands 

Railway, for the flower bed at the entrance. It is similar to the arches we used in the 

park for the award winning Art Deco 

Garden. With Boston Preservation 

Trust plaques commemorating the 

history of the station and the Victorian 

letter box were designed and 

sponsored by the Poacher Line.  

Planters were chosen and planting 

plans made.  
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 We went on to the beds near the 

Haven Bridge on Doughty Quay. 

We have the help of the Home 

Nursery and AgeUK Lincoln and 

South Lincolnshire, to work on the 

area, plant it and a boat will be built 

for the children to play on.  

Members of AgeUK are designing it 

and will build it.  

 

 

Our work on the wild flower garden has had to be postponed, waiting for the plinth 

for the new buoy to be installed. Heavy vehicles will go across the land so we have 

to be patient.  

 

February brought our registration as Britain in Bloom finalists, and two tickets for the 

finalists’ forum in Birmingham in March. This didn’t stop us planting the new bed near 

the Fisherman’s Memorial at the B 

and M garden. We contacted the 

Inspector in charge at Boston 

Station about the state of the 

planting with the station car park, 

which butts up to the raised beds. 

We received a very helpful letter 

promising a ‘tidy up’ on their side. 

We applied for a BTAC grant to 

plant the bed opposite the 

memorial, and were told in 

February that we had been 

successful with the application. We 
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have more volunteers for our planting posses and they quickly planted our semi 

mature specimens  

 

 

We have begun to work with Jackie Lane 

who has taken on the role of Environment 

Volunteer Coordinator for Boston Big 

Local. This involves recruiting and 

supporting a team of volunteers with an 

aim to help create a more attractive 

environment in the Boston Big Local 

area. There is plenty for her volunteers to 

do. She has obtained sponsorship from 

Anglian Water and will be working with us 

in Narrow Bargate on two of the planters.  
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A seed and plant sale was held in Fydell House  

Much of our planting was hit by the wet weather, 

 

 

 

 

Alison F and Paul C went to 

Birmingham to the finalists’ 

learning day, and met the judges 

due to come to Boston in August. 

There were experienced finalists 

there and the process seemed 

quite intimidating, although the 

judges tried to put us at ease! 

 

 

February ended with an 

Environmental Awareness Day at 

the Centenary Methodist Chapel 

where we were invited to have a 

stall. 

 

 

March started with another day on the long raised beds. We planted hundreds more 

perennials in our pollinator beds, We has a new officer at the Poacher line and were 

looking forward to meeting her at the placing of the plaques   

However things were taken out of our hands with the arrival of covid19.  Britain in 

Bloom was cancelled, there would be no judging and our volunteers are not allowed 

to work outdoors.  

Our Year 

But we can look back at a successful year – a marvellous set of volunteers from 

Boston out in all weathers, making a difference to our town. 
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We prepared for Mayflower 400 celebrations planting 250 Mayflower 400 daffodil 

bulbs in the park. We have installed a Mayflower bed at the Stump with waving 

grasses, and will have a Mayflower boat and fishes around it. 

We were the summer Co-op Environmental Champions receiving a Partners’ cheque 

for £1,700 in January this year.  

We worked with two new schools and have new partnerships. 

Winners of our fifth gold award, and put forward for the national competition. 

 

Our work is being enjoyed by our residents and visitors who always show their 

appreciation when we are out working.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


