
 

 

BOSTON BIG LOCAL 

 
Project: 

 
Public Realm Improvements 

 
Lead delivery partner: 
 

 
Boston in Bloom 

 
Theme: 

 
Creating a more 
attractive 
environment 
 

 
Priority: 

 
2 

Activity: 
 

Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and 
improvement of the waterway environment through high 
quality public realm interventions 

Cost Code 2.2.1 

 
Project outcomes (from SLA) 
 

• 3 high quality public realm improvements 

• Improved habitat for wildlife, particularly pollinating insects 

• Improvement in civic pride through the celebration of Boston’s history and 
community engagement 

• Broadening of the skills and ambition of local artists through participation in 
the Buoys project  

• Enhancement of the visitor offer and experience, making Boston more 
appealing as a destination 
 

 

Reporting period 
dates: 

October to 
December 2020 

Number and age 
of people 
benefiting from 
the project 
during the 
reporting period: 

Wide benefit – 
significant impact 
on both residents 
and visitors 

Introduction 
 
Aim: -  
 
For 2019-2021 the focus is on improving the public realm by working with 
Transported, the Boston and South Holland arts organisation, the Port of Boston 
and community groups.  
 
The  focus is Central Park and improvements to the waterways which celebrate 
the history of the town. Community and business engagement is a central feature 
of the projects, which will provide a lasting legacy for the future. Our Gateway 
project over two years, and perennial and pollinator planting in all our work. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
Activities undertaken during reporting period 

 

 

LOCKDOWN ENDS AND BEGINS AGAIN  

 

We began October with a planting 

splurge,  We knew because of uncertainty that 

we might have to stop at any time. We caught 

up with our planters in the Market Place, Narrow 

Bargate and Wide Bargate. 

 

 

Some of the planters were challenging but we 

got them planted. . 

 

 

 

The Market Place is a well used area and unfortunately the planters are often used 

as cigarette bins and litter bins  But if they are planted up this discourages their use.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We varied the plants we used, 

including more perennials and 

pollinators. Without the support of 

BBL we would not have been able 

to buy and raise many of the plants 

we used this autumn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We went to our beds at the Police 

station and Fishermen’s Memorial and 

cleared them yet again, probably for the 

last time in 2020. The memorial beds 

had suffered during the summer after 

planting but we cleared and planted with 

more perennials and they came back 

well.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Time was of the essence and 

every Friday, weather permitting 

meant that our volunteers were 

out somewhere in town. Here we 

were doing our last tidy up in the 

park. We also planted many more 

perennials in the long beds that 

we had been raising with the help 

of Willoughby Road allotments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were approached by members of the Princes’ Trust. 

They were looking for experience for young people 

working in the community with other volunteers,. We 

seemed to fit the bill.  

Over five days, working with different members of Bloom 

the beds at Pilgrims’ Patch were cleared, and many  bags 

of vegetation were collected to send for composting.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

These are some of the 

young people in the 

Princes’ Trust team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

They joined us again 

when we were invited by 

Fran Taylor to help with 

the planting around the 

buoy in the Park, the new 

Community Garden 

 

 

 

 

                         



 

 

 

          We made a good team and the 

youngsters were great fun. We look 

forward to next year to see what comes up 

as the terrain was difficult. 

This has been a difficult year for all 

of us. On going into tier four our team was 

suspended until 2021. We were unable to 

help the Poacher Line with the new 

planters  on the station because of this but 

we were able to give them the plants to 

plant with their station adopters. And we did 

plant the bed outside again  for spring time.  

We  are looking forward to new projects in 2021, hopefully moving Boston’s favourite 

Five Lamps where they can be enjoyed by the residents and visitors to the Park. It 

will be a complex job, and restoring the area when it has gone. We have to come to 

grips with the new rules regarding the RHS and EMiB showing Boston at it’s best.   It 

is a challenging time.  

 

 


