
Boston Big Local 
Quarterly Report  

January 2021 
 

 
It has been very difficult to carry out community environmental projects during the current 
pandemic.  With the lockdown in November projects came to a halt. 
 
However, during the short time that I was able to carry out projects I made good links with 
the Prince’s Trust, Scott House, Boston in Bloom, Boston Borough Council, St. Boltoph’s 
Church, The Restore Church, and the social prescribing link workers.  Anglian Water has 
sponsored the planting project by paying for all the plants in the Central Park raised beds. 
 
I have worked with residents and 40 volunteers have been involved in projects and would 
like to be involved in the future.  As reported previously, we carried out litter picks around 
the town centre and a planting project in Central Park. 
 
Since the lockdown in November, and during this current lockdown, I have made new 
contacts.  The Co-op is keen to be involved in community projects, Haven High, and Boston 
College (they also have links with some of the primary schools), Transported and 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust. 
 
From my conversations with local organisations and residents there is an interest in the 
Naturehood project, and I feel this would be a good way to engage residents in positive, 
enjoyable projects, improve the Boston Big Local area and increase community pride in the 
place where they live.   
 
I am including details of the Naturehood approach for ease of reference. 
 
 
Jackie Lane, Project Assistant, Lincolnshire Community and Voluntary Service. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The Naturehood Approach  
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust is working with groups and individuals in communities across 
Lincolnshire to build nature into our public spaces to benefit people and wildlife.  They 
would like to join with groups and organisations living and working in Boston to provide 
advice and support in creating good quality, nature friendly places for everyone to enjoy.  
Please see attached for an example of this in Baston, a village in South Kesteven.    
 
Boston Naturehood  
Choose publicly accessible sites that can act as stepping stones and corridors for wildlife.  

• Identify 6 + sites around Boston  
o e.g.  Haven High School, St Botolphs, Centenary Methodist Church  
o Boston Cemetery and Maud Foster Drain are existing Local Wildlife Sites and 

will help to join these areas up.  

• Baseline ecological surveys of sites and a management plan written up for each  
o This could be with community involvement if this could be done in a Covid 

safe way  

• Ideas for community projects will come from the management plans and may need 
further funding  

o E.g. creation of biodiverse native meadows, bug hotels, bird and bat boxes, 
log piles, shallow wildlife ponds, native flower planters for wildlife  

o There may be opportunities to add artwork to this e.g. willow weaving, 
working with Transported 

• As the project progresses identify further areas and organisations including 
businesses and private gardens link these areas up to build a nature recovery 
network through and around Boston  

• Interpretation and signage is a good idea for wildlife areas. It informs people why the 
site is being managed as it is and can be used to demonstrate what people can do in 
their own green spaces   

 
The ecological studies would be carried out in the spring next year and therefore projects 
will not begin until April 2021.  Depending on the circumstances at the time, projects can be 
carried out in a COVID secure way, for example, people can make wildflower seed bombs at 
home and throw them in a designated area with their family bubbles.  Small groups can 
come together to create wildlife habitats, the Men’s Shed could make bird boxes. 
 
It is an ideal time for a project of this kind – it is good for people’s mental health to get out 
in the fresh air and get close to nature.   We will also improving the Boston Big Local area – 
not only the public spaces but people will take these ideas into their gardens and by 
involving all sections of the community it will increase people’s pride in the place where 
they live.   
 
Proposed Tasks:  
Jackie to: 

• identify sites and talk to relevant contacts to agree surveys and management plans  

• discuss funding streams with relevant organisations – Boston Big Local, BTAC,  
 
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust 



• Discuss basic costs with local ecological surveyors  
 
It is estimated that to carry out the ecological studies and some of the projects will cost in 
the region of £2,000 (this does not include an art project – we would need further funding if 
we decided to do this).  Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust would be able to get a grant of £500 
towards this so we would need to look at funding from the BBL Community Chest and BTAC. 
 
 


