
Boston Big Local 

Work undertaken during the quarter from April to June 2021 

 

Environmental Improvement Projects: 

Summary of Activity: 

A community survey was distributed to residents of Boston to gain feedback on people’s views on 
litter/environmental issues.  96 responses were received, and an analysis was prepared.  Areas of concern 
highlighted as result of the survey have been incorporated into plans for future activities where possible. 
 
During the first quarter we have gradually increased the number of volunteers involved in projects – this 
includes individual residents together with people from Scott House, Your Day – Your Say, the Princes 
Trust, the Co-op, and the students from the Young People’s Learning Provision. 
 
Funding of £250 was received from the Co-op and used to purchase litter picking equipment.  Some 
equipment was also donated by Boston Borough Council. 
 
Litter picking equipment was given to Scott House and Your Day – Your Say and they will be carrying out 
regular litter picks. 
 
Volunteers have been involved in painting the town heritage signposts, litter picking, and gardening 
activities. 
   
A volunteer gardening group has been set up.  The plan is to purchase some gardening equipment for their 
use so they can get involved regularly in volunteer projects.   
 
RiverCare (Keep Britain Tidy/Anglian Water) – I am looking at setting up a Boston RiverCare group.  They 
support groups of volunteers to carry out litter picks and conservation projects on rivers and riverbanks.  
They supply equipment, carry out risk assessments, support events, and they are paying for me to attend 
an Emergency First Aid Course.  I am working with the Rowing Club and we hope to organise a launch 
event on Saturday 14th August. 
 
The Friendly Bench – Working with Age UK, we are looking at installing a Friendly Bench (the aims are to 
tackle loneliness, social isolation and build community cohesion using their innovative, purposely designed 
outdoor social spaces that reconnect people back to their own community).  Locations currently being 
considered are outside Ancaster Court which is Housing 21 or outside Grounds Court (LHP).  The Friendly 
Bench CIC would project manage, pay for the bench and plants and we would be responsible for getting 
the community involved and either contributing £2,000 towards the project or pay for the hardstanding.  It 
might be that we would need to apply to Boston Big Local for this funding.  
 
Naturehood 
 
A naturehood trail is being developed through Boston working with landowners and organisations.  We 
had originally intended that an outside company would carry out the ecological studies, but these have 
been done by Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust resulting in more surveys being carried out for the same amount 
of money.  Management plans are currently being prepared and these will be shared with the people 
managing the various sites and they will have the opportunity to input into them. 
 



We had intended to involve the community in the studies but due to COVID restrictions this has not been 
possible.  However, we intend to go back to the sites at a later date with Love Lincs Plants to do some 
surveys and residents and organisations will be able to be involved at that stage. 
 
Students from Boston College have made us up 20 bird box kits (wood was donated to us) and they are 
keen to be involved in making up more kits in the new term.  We had money in the budget to purchase kits 
so this has saved us money and means we will be able to purchase more resources. 
 
Anglian Water gave us some wildflower seed bombs and some gardening kits and we are giving these out 
to participants at events.   
 
Naturehood events have now commenced: an educational event in Central Park with students from the 
Princes Trust, an event at the Geoff Moulder Leisure Centre Community Garden and at the Home Nursery.  
Future events planned to date are with the Cubs in Castle Street, Boston College, Sure Start Children’s 
Centre, Scott House, Your Day – Your Say, Willoughby Road allotments and the Centenary Methodist 
Church.  On 18th August we will be holding a community event in Central Park. 
 
The Covid restrictions have meant that we have had to do smaller events and people have had to book on 
to attend.  Fortunately, as we work out of doors, we can continue with events. 
 
Good New Stories 
 
Working with Boston College – the carpentry students were keen to be involved in a project.  They made 
us up the bird box kits for the naturehood project.  It was a worthwhile project for the young people to be 
involved in, it has saved us money, and it is great that all the kits we are using have been made by local 
young people.  They are keen to get involved in making us up more kits next term and will also be doing us 
some hedgehog boxes. 
 
Working with the Young People’s Learning Provision – these are young people aged 16 – 19 with special 
educational needs.  They need to take part in work experience and getting involved in volunteer 
environmental improvement projects gives them valuable experience and an opportunity to do something 
worthwhile and improve the area where they live.  They have two groups each with around 10 students in.  
We are hoping to get them their own equipment (gardening tools/litter picking equipment) so that they 
can do some projects independently.  
 
Working with Social Prescribing participants – 4 participants have started to regularly get involved in 
projects and it has been great to see the benefits it is having on them.  It is helping them to develop in 
confidence and to reduce their feelings of social isolation plus they are giving back to their community. 
 
 

 

   


