
Boston Big Local Report – July to September 2021 

Environmental Improvements: 

Young People’s Learning Provision (YPLP) – volunteers helping on a 
weekly basis – working in Central Park and areas around the town centre 
gaining work experience doing gardening and other environmental 
improvement tasks.  With money from Boston Big Local gardening tools 
were purchased and these are being stored in the shed in Central Park.  
The YPLP has a key, and a key has also been supplied to Boston in Bloom 
so that we can support them with gardening projects in the town.  We 
have plans to involve them in looking after wildlife areas we create in 
public spaces and will arrange training for them through Lincolnshire 
Wildlife Trust.  This will help ensure these areas thrive and survive after 
the naturehood project finishes and the students gain valuable skills.  
 

 

 

RiverCare – working with RiverCare (Keep Britain Tidy/Anglian Water) and the Rowing Club, Boston RiverCare has 

been set up.  Our first event was held on Saturday 14th August.  Unfortunately, the RiverCare officer went down with 

COVID two days before the event which caused some difficulties as she was no longer able to join us and bring the 

equipment with her, but we had a successful event with 24 people getting involved throughout the morning 

including rowing boats on the water.  

We collected 

• 6 bags of plastic bottles, cans and glass bottles;  

• 15 red bags full of rubbish,  

• a metal trolley,  

• two ASDA trolleys that were returned to ASDA to be recycled,  

• a tv aerial  

• a large tyre. 
 

Friendly Bench –  

Friendly benches are accessible mini-community gardens with integrated seating and sensory planting which are 

situated within communities for people to meet, chat, connect with nature, build friendships and a sense of 

belonging.  They are active, social hubs where free, community-led activities and events are regularly held to 

encourage everyone to participate, have fun, feel accepted, valued, and develop a support network. 

We applied for a friendly bench to be installed on the grass area at the front of Ancaster Court in Broadfields Lane.  

As part of our application, we had to consult with residents and a presentation took place at Ancaster Court in July 

and a questionnaire was circulated to all the local houses.  Residents expressed their support of the proposal to 

install a friendly bench and people put forward suggestions on events that could take place at the bench; these 

included: coffee morning, knit and natter, reading group, gardening group, meeting place, fish & chip supper, 

childhood memories, family history (we must commit to approximately 12 events per year).   Seven residents have 

expressed an interest in forming a committee to organise regular events and the Ancaster Court Warden is keen to 

be involved. 

We now have permission from Lincolnshire County Council Highways to install the bench at the site (although the 

site is not on their land, as it is close to their pavement, I have consulted with them). 

Housing 21 has expressed their support of the project, but I am waiting to receive this in writing before I can 

proceed.  The next step is to get a quotation for a base to be installed.  The Friendly Bench company will arrange for 

the bench to be installed and all the planting to be carried out, but our contribution towards the project is to 

organise and pay for the base.  I am waiting for a cost on this and would like to apply to Boston Big Local for funding 

to pay for the work. 



In discussions with The Friendly Bench Company, we have agreed that we should arrange for the bench to be 

installed in the spring to give us time to get everything in place and to avoid the winter months as not ideal for 

construction and planting.   

Wyberton Wombles of Boston Common 

I continue to support the wombles in the fantastic work they are doing around the town, and we have just had news 

that our Co-op Community Champions funding application for Wyberton Wombles of Boston Common has gone 

through to the voting stage to be Community Champions in their Eastwood Road Community – voting will take place 

from Friday 8th October to Thursday 21st October.   

Naturehood: 

During July to September, the following naturehood events have taken place: 

• Prince’s Trust 

• Home Nursery 

• Geoff Moulder Community Garden 

• Your Day – Your Say 

• Scott House 

• Family summer activity day in Witham Way Country Park 

• Willoughby Road Allotments (National Garden Open Day) 

• St Christopher’s Children’s Centre 

• Summer Activity Day in Central Park 

• Centenary Methodist Church 

• Boston College 
 

 

  
The Conservation Officer from Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust has supported me at most of these events and at a few 

events we also had the LWT Education Officer with us.  We have been making bug hotels, planting wildflowers, 

building wildlife habitats, making small ponds, and making bird feeders. 

South Lincs Pallets have been donating pallets to us to use for Bug Hotels and have joined in the project by making 

their own bug hotel. 

Toft Logs (Bourne) have donated logs for the project. 

Boston College continue to support us.  We are in discussions with them regarding their carpentry students making 

wildlife signs so that we can install these at all the sites where we have carried out naturehood projects. 

We have had to keep groups quite small due to COVID and people have booked onto the events. 

Good News Story 

The Community Garden at the Geoff Moulder Centre – this was set up to help people to learn more about organic 

gardening, to get out in the fresh air and join like-minded people.  All the organic produce grown is shared with the 

participants.  The group was struggling following lockdown with the people running it having health issues and 

dwindling participants. 

As a result of the Boston Big Local project, five new volunteers joined the community garden. Here is a comment 

from the lady that organises the community garden: 

We now have three more lovely volunteers joining Joe and Belinda after the Naturehood event, Nigel, Sarah and 

Cally  - and all are very keen. Joe has even been checking on the garden regularly between our Wednesday sessions 

and says it is really helping him. 

A big thank you to you and Julie this has given the garden a new future. After lockdown there were only 3 of us able 

to continue. We sadly lost the lady who started the gardening group to cancer this week. A carer all her life it was her 

hope that the garden could be used to help people. I was glad that she knew about the new volunteers and was very 

pleased to hear how the garden is helping them.  


