Project Outcomes from SLA

BOSTON BIG LOCAL

Project: Public Realm Improvements
Lead delivery partner: Boston in Bloom
Theme: Creating a more Priority: 2
attractive
environment

Activity: Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and
improvement of the waterway environment through high
quality public realm interventions

Cost Code 221

Project outcomes from SLA

¢ Enhancing horticultural displays in Town Centre and along the Haven Bridge
corridor.

e Enhancing and developing riverside and waterway walks within the BBL including
the Fishermen’s Memorial and Witham side beds.

e Continue enhancing the new Mayflower bed, around the new park buoy and the
Art Deco garden.. Improve the wild flower Meadow Haven Bridge

o Encourage resident participation.

e Prepare to move Five Lamps

Reporting period | April to June 2022 | Number and age | Wide benefit —
dates: of people significant impact
benefiting from on both residents
the project and visitors
during the
reporting period:

Introduction

AIMS: Enhancing horticultural displays in Town Centre and along the Haven Bridge
corridor. Enhancing and developing riverside and waterway walks within the BBL area.
Move the Five Lamps into Central Park, over two years.

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY

The Partnership’s over-riding aim is to promote a cleaner and greener town which appeals
to both residents and visitors. There is therefore a strong alignment to BBL Theme 2:
Creating a more attractive environment.

Our focus is on completing quality projects which have a lasting impact, rather than
spreading capacity and resources thinly to complete smaller scale, temporary
interventions. We therefore propose to concentrate the BBL funding offered in years 1 and
2 on the following high impact activities:-




Activity 1: Enhancing Central Park through landscaping and public realm
improvements

Parts of Central Park still look worn and require revitalisation We will continue our work on
the long beds, we will enhance the Art Deco Garden.

Bringing in the Five Lamps

Activity 2: Corridor improvements
Activity will be focused on the following enhancements:-

Buoys Project
The navigation buoys will be in place from the 3™ July 2021. Continue to work in these

areas.

Activities undertaken during reporting period

https://youtu.be/ afMBsdz5f0

https://inspiringcity.com/2021/07/06/boston-buoys-art-trail-opens-in-lincolnshire/

April —the start of a very busy season. By April we had been out nearly every Friday since
October 2021 making it 28 by April 8. Real dedication by our volunteers. We have 15 areas
in the centre of town that we work on including new planters. We started our blitz at the
Deco garden, the long beds and the buoy garden.

Our efforts to make the entrance to the park more
appealing was working. Many residents, particularly
in wheelchairs and mobility scooters use the picnic
bench area regularly. Since covid it has become an
out door meeting place using the café facilities but
the bins were disgusting and the tables worn out.
We met council officers and a plan was hatched.


https://youtu.be/_afMBsdz5f0
https://inspiringcity.com/2021/07/06/boston-buoys-art-trail-opens-in-lincolnshire/

Some EU money which needed spending was given to us and we were able to buy four new
self watering planters for the park and memorial gardens. As you can see the bins were
disgusting and the planters had disintegrated. New tables were bought, new benches
installed and wooden benches painted. The whole area was transformed.

We had pointed out that the Memorial Garden railings’ paint had had peeled off. The
Borough was already using community labour to paint the railings around the park It
became part of the work.

| S
We also continued to campaign against fly posting. Over 60 posters were plastered all over
Boston in March . These posters are never removed. The bus stops and roundabout, the
empty shops are the target . The enforcement officer went around and removed as many as
he could find as we did. He is in contact with the company.



After the May Fair we were able to start our special jubilee planting. The plants had been
collected for some months and looked after by R Leverton. This is always a difficult time,
when revellers pass the newly planted plants in beds and planters and interfere with them.
Our plants were all chosen as perennial plants, ones we could save and use again and they
are all pollinators too attracting many different insects and bees, important for the centre of
towns.

Plants saved from last year’s displays and used at the station and outside a dental surgery
where the volunteers go, to tidy the area and brighten it up.

From this to this!

This planting in one of the busiest streets in Boston has been very
successful- we have had many comments on social media. We used royal purple and silver
every where



FROM FACEBOOK - PRAISE FROM RESIDENTS WHO HAVE NOTICED

‘Don't be fooled in thinking these are small, insignificant changes. People do notice. It inspires others to act

and improve their own areas. The logic seems to be "If someone else who cares like me is doing sonething,
then maybe I can too."

It improves the town visually, enhances quality of life, raises house values, encourages people to move in
and starts a positive feedback loop where other, larger tasks are taken on within the area (and so on) to help
build a sense of community. Great work.’

Great work, makes the town so much better

Really brightens up the town , many thanks!

Good to see community at work

Beautiful , well done ¢
Looking beautiful

Beautiful thank you &2

We have been through all the planters in the town centre too. We look after the ones near
Boots, the ones at the Memorial Gardens and on Custom House Quay that we have planted
with perennials, one or two of our big plants were taken but on the whole they have been

left alone. Some plants are taken out and left out so we have regular visits everywhere to
check and replant.

Our prize winners from
Wyberton School were
visited and special
succulent plants bought to
plant for HM the Queen’s
platinum Jubilee.




With 15 areas to care for, big ones and small ones, it takes all our time. We got to Custom
House Quay to clear the planters of bulbs and weeds and found this, abandoned picnic
tables belonging to the pub. Reported and sorted on the same day. We were able to clean
and plant the planters, and hope to get a cigarette bin and new littler bin at the top of the
ramp. Sarita at the Borough is buying them and will get them emptied. We were joined by
some young people from NACRO. It is a popular spot for a break and a look at the town,
hence the litter.

With hundreds of plants planted, individual bloomers
taking on our areas as well as working with the group the town is
looking good. The local Co-ops lent us their volunteers for a morning
and they made a difference to the park beds. They enjoyed themselves
and we were delighted with their help and enthusiasm.

BOSTON PRESERVATION TRUST

CIVIC GROUP

And finally in June we were awarded a Pride of
Boston award for our sheep roundabout by the
Preservation Trust. Not just establishing it but
looking after it. And on the 15 July at 9.30 the
RHS judges come to Boston to look at out work.
Thank you BBL for supporting us. This would not
have been done without you.







