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BOSTON BIG LOCAL 

 
Project: 

 
Public Realm Improvements 

 
Lead delivery partner: 
 

 
Boston in Bloom 

 
Theme: 

 
Creating a more 
attractive 
environment 
 

 
Priority: 

 
2 

Activity: 
 

Enhancement of town centre horticultural displays and 
improvement of the waterway environment through high 
quality public realm interventions 

Cost Code 2.2.1 
Project outcomes from SLA 
 

• Enhancing horticultural displays in Town Centre and along the Haven Bridge 
corridor. 

• Enhancing and developing riverside and waterway walks within the BBL including 
the Fishermen’s Memorial and Witham side beds. 

• Continue enhancing the new Mayflower bed, around the new park buoy and the 
Art Deco garden.. Improve the wild flower Meadow Haven Bridge 

• Encourage resident participation.  

• Prepare to move Five Lamps 
 

 

Reporting period 
dates: 

July to September 
2022 

Number and age 
of people 
benefiting from 
the project 
during the 
reporting period: 

Wide benefit – 
significant impact 
on both residents 
and visitors 

Introduction 
 
AIMS:   Enhancing horticultural displays in Town Centre and along the Haven Bridge 
corridor.  Enhancing and developing riverside and waterway walks within the BBL area. 
Move the Five Lamps into Central Park, over two years. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY  
The Partnership’s over-riding aim is to promote a cleaner and greener town which appeals 
to both residents and visitors. There is therefore a strong alignment to BBL Theme 2: 
Creating a more attractive environment. 
 
Our focus is on completing quality projects which have a lasting impact, rather than 
spreading capacity and resources thinly to complete smaller scale, temporary 
interventions. We therefore propose to concentrate the BBL funding offered in years 1 and 
2 on the following high impact activities:- 
 



 

 

 
 Activity 1: Enhancing Central Park through landscaping and public realm 
improvements 
Parts of Central Park still look worn and require revitalisation We will continue our work on 
the long beds, we will enhance the Art Deco Garden.  
Bringing in the Five Lamps 
 
Activity 2: Corridor improvements 
 
Activity will be focused on the following enhancements:- 
Buoys Project 
The navigation buoys will be in place from the 3rd July 2021. Continue to work in these 
areas. 

 
 

Activities undertaken during reporting period 
 

https://youtu.be/_afMBsdz5f0 

https://inspiringcity.com/2021/07/06/boston-buoys-art-trail-opens-in-lincolnshire/ 

October started with an onslaught in the park.  Our volunteers 

were keen to get going, and  so were the weeds. With the drought 

over the summer and very dry conditions, we were unable to 

plant or dig.  

It did enable us to clear much vegetation which had grown in the 

wrong place. 

 

 

 

Growing Wild  kindly donated 12 trays of wildflower plants and some 

yellow rattle.  We looked after them until conditions softened and we 

were able to plant them in our wild flower meadow on Haven Bridge.  

However our perennial planters in Narrow Bargate  

and at the Memorial Gardens were growing better than ever, thanks to the 

watering by the Parks and Grounds team. This perennial planting has been a 

success, thanks to the funding of BBL. Although annual plants are cheaper, in 

the long run they are more expensive as they have to be  replaced every 

year.  

 

 November and onto the Buoy garden and the Skate Park- we were faced by weeds that had grown 

in the paths, often obscuring the edges of the beds. We were delighted that the Home Nursery 

joined us after a long absence due to covid, and the pre schoolers were able to plant hundreds of 

bulbs in the raised beds and then plant violas over the top of them.  They loved it and were able to 

take bulbs back to school to plant them there. We hope that interest in nature will flourish  

https://youtu.be/_afMBsdz5f0
https://inspiringcity.com/2021/07/06/boston-buoys-art-trail-opens-in-lincolnshire/


 

 

That’s looking a lot better. We were joined during 

one of our sessions by two young men from The 

Church of the Latter Day Saints who were 

intrigued by what we were doing and joined us for 

half an hour.  

We are often asked by passers’ by what we doing 

and why. They wonder if we are paid and 

‘shouldn’t the Borough be doing this’?’ 

The Railway Station 

We have been supporting the Railway Adopters who, since the East Midlands Railway lost their local 

Community Rail Office Poacher Line,  have had no support. They have worked hard on the planters 

and the front beds, and with bulbs and wallflowers got the station ready for winter. When the 

promised funding comes in for the station next year things should change. 

 

….  

 

 

We were able to go to a Saturday at the Stump for a 

Heritage Skills Day. We had seeds, bulbs and plants to give 

away, and there were over 400 visitors who took and 

interest in all the stalls.  It was a good opportunity to show 

what we do and we may have two more vonunteers 

starting in the New Year. 

 

 

 

It has been a difficult year for the volunteers and on some mornings there are fewer of us. It 

is important for us to continue to recruit, as we say, much more enjoyable than going to the 

gym.  

Our next big job after wrestling with the brambles and trees which had planted themselves 

in the park was to plan our replanting of Custom House Quay We were particularly wanting 



 

 

plants that were not soft to the touch. Often the softer the plant the easier it is to steal or 

throw at a friend. So we bought small hollies and others with serrated edges, all perennials 

and planted yet more bulbs. The Boots’ planters got a refresh. They have done well this 

year. Then we had the very cold weather before Christmas. In the few days between 

Christmas and New Year, some of us got out and looked at the planters that had got 

scorched by the cold and tidied them up too. We lost two cordylines and will have to 

replace them when the nurseries are open again 

 

It has been a good year if we ignore the vagaries of the weather. We have made contact 

again with the nursery school, The Princes’ Trust Volunteers, the Co-op volunteers, NACRO, 

supported the station adopters and won another gold for Boston at the East Midlands in 

Bloom finals. Still much to do but a wholehearted thank you to the residents and team at 

Boston Big Local, we wouldn’t have got this far without you! 

 


